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Our mission at Margate 
Elementary School is to create a 
nurturing environment so that 

our students will become 
independent, successful, life-long 

learners by providing a high 
quality, differentiated, and 

innovative curriculum based on 
the BEST Standards. 
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Margate, Florida 33063 

Phone Number: 
754-322-6900 

PROUD TO BE A TITLE ONE 
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To our our Margate Families,

Welcome back Panthers! We are so excited to begin this school year - for students and staff 
alike, as we Dive into Learning here at Margate Elementary School! Along with opening our 
doors of learning and academic engagement on August 12th, we eagerly anticipate the warm 
smiles and hugs of our returning panthers, while embracing the newest members of our 
Margate Family! We are excited to begin the work of ensuring your child has the highest 
level of education possible. At Margate Elementary our students come first and we feel 
privileged to get to serve each of you. 

This year, parents of our students will be able to walk their children to class on the first day of 
school. In keeping with our digital advances, the majority of our Back to School Forms are to 
be completed electronically through our new FOCUS Parent Portal. We are sending a hard 
copy of the Code of Conduct, Title One Parent Compact, and the Student Emergency 
Contact Card which will we will need returned to school.  If you have any difficulty with the 
Back to School Forms please feel free to let us know in the welcome center so that we can 
assist you. 

There are many important safety updates and reminders contained in our August Panther 
Pawprints. We know that this may be inconvenient at times and that new protocols may delay 
arrival and dismissal. Please be patient; our intent is to continue to improve upon your 
children’s safety. A smile and reassuring affirmation to your child will help ease any anxiety 
regarding these enhanced protocols. Additionally, please support our efforts by discussing the 
importance of our emergency drills. All students will engage in monthly lockdown drills. The 
purpose is to properly train our students and staff on what to do in an emergency. These 
monthly drills will complement our mandatory fire drills.

We are a unified dress school and uniforms help distinguish each child as a part of our 
Margate family. Please ensure that your children are in uniform. At Margate Elementary, our 
panthers R.O.A.R. - an acronym which stands for Respect Others, Own My Behavior, Act 
Responsibly, and be Ready to Learn. Every student should read for at least 30 minutes every 
day. Research shows that the more time spent reading, the higher a student’s achievement. 
Overall, the importance of reading to and with your children every day, is paramount. 
Additionally, please review your child’s agenda each night as a line of communication between 
you and your child’s teacher. 

Parents and families are invited to join our PTA. Membership is only $6 and directly benefits 
our children. Stay informed and up-to-date by checking out our website. 

Once again, it’s with great pleasure that we welcome you to this new school year. We are here 
to help and answer any questions you may have. This school year will be filled with new 
adventures and academic growth as we Dive into Learning!

With lots of Love and Warm Regards,
Thomas Schroeder, Donna Rucker, and Christina Bloomfield
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Panther Pawprints 
Excellence Through Caring



August 12, 2024:   
First Day of School,  
Parents Can Walk Their Child to Class 

August 15, 2024: 
General PTA Meeting @6:00 p.m. in Cafe 
VPK Open House @6:00 p.m. 

August 26, 2024: 
School Advisory Council Meeting @2:30 p.m. 
F.A.S.T. Assessment PM1 starts 

August 30, 2024:   
August Birthday Party @1:15 p.m. 

September 2, 2024: 
No School, Labor Day 

September 11, 2024:   
Patriotic Day 

September 20, 2024: 
September Birthday Party 
PTA Family Fun Night 

September 23, 2023:   
SAC Meeting @2:20 p.m. 

Upcoming Calendar  Events Help us develop, monitor and 
solicit feedback on our school’s 

goal by joining SAC. Our SAC 
Chairperson is Shannon Mills, our 
m a t h c o a c h . Yo u c a n e m a i l 

shannon.Mills@browardschools.com for 
more information, to join the committee, 

and to share input in the happenings of our school. 
Our Upcoming SAC Meeting date is:     

Monday, August 26th @2:20 p.m.

Safety and security are our top priorities. Please make sure to 
remember the following safety procedures: 

• All visitors must report to the front office. 
• All visitors must go through our Raptor Visitor System. 
• All visitors must have an I.D. in order to gain access to the 

school. 
• All visitors must have their I.D. present in the Main Office 

Camera and state their purpose in order to safely enter the 
campus.  

• All parents must have a Dismissal Sign to pick-up their child 
in either by foot. A picture of the sign on your mobile device 
is acceptable as well.  

• All parents must have a Dismissal Sign to pickup their child 
by car.  

• Students will wear their I.D.s while on campus 
• Parents must update their contact information 

with the front office.  
• All students should be in uniforms. Our 

uniform policy is listed in this 
newsletter and our website.  

• Consistency with dismissal is critical.  
Please alert the teacher and office 
ASAP with any changes.  

• Early student sign-outs will cease at 1:30 
p.m. 

Margate Elementary School is a Unified Dress 
School. All students are expected to adhere 

to the unified dress policy. Shirts may be 
burgundy, hunter green, navy blue, light blue, 
pink, or white and must have a collar. Shorts, 
slacks, or skirts may be navy, black, or khaki. 

All parents/guardians must fill out the required back 
to school forms along with our Code of Conduct. You 
can access the forms protected and secure FOCUS 
Parent Portal.  For Back to School Online Forms and 
more, visit our school website or see directions on 
the First Day Packet. 

Additionally, we are asking for you to complete the 
following hard copies and return them by Friday, 
August 25th: 

Emergency Contact Card 
Title One Parent Compact 
Student Code of Conduct

mailto:shannon.Mills@browardschools.com


All Parents must have Dismissal  Sign to Pick Up their child at dismissal.  

The first bell rings at 7:50 a.m. each morning. For students waiting 
to enter the campus, supervision begins at 7:30 a.m.  For students 

who eat breakfast at school, the gates open at 7:15 a.m. 
 

Remember, all students are invited to eat breakfast at no charge.  
At 7:30 a.m., students who eat breakfast on campus are released to 
their arrival areas. All students wait either in their interior hallways, 

in our gym, or the  cafeteria (depending on grade level). Staff 
supervision in these areas begins at 7:30 a.m.  It is vital that all 

students arrive to school on-time. Teachers plan important morning 
activities which immediately immerse students in learning.  

Please refer to the maps for specific arrival locations. It is important 
that the following guidelines are followed.  

There is no parking or leaving cars unattended in the Car Rider 
Loop.  PreK Parents have three cone spots in the front of the car 

loop. PreK Parents must have their PK Sign to access cones. 
Violations will be enforced by our School Resource Officer.  

For the safety of our students, we ask that parents in the arrival car 
lane abide by some simple safety rules: 

1. No cell phones when dropping off your child.  
2. Children are to exit the car from the right side (sidewalk).  

3. Please stay in one lane, the outside lane is for those cars that are 
parking.  

4. Pull all the way up.  

The safety of your children is our top priority. 



In all grades, Pre-Kindergarten through Fifth, 
student birthdays will be observed on 
designated dates. At that time, each child’s 
birthday will be recognized with a monthly 
birthday celebration hosted by our P.T.A. 
There will be refreshments provided by the 
P.T.A. with a wonderful celebration held in 
their honor. No individual birthday treats will 
be accepted for any students.

To volunteer or chaperone a field trip in a 
Broward County Public School, you must be 
cleared first. Please fill out the application on the 
link provided and make sure you do it within 
enough time for the application to be processed, 
which may take several days.  
h t t p s : / / a p p s . r a p t o r t e c h . c o m / A p p l y /
NDgyMDplbi1VUw==.    

Join Us on Thursday, August 15th at 6:00 p.m. 
in our cafeteria for our Volunteer Orientation.

2024/25 SCHOOL CALENDAR

Employee Planning
(no school for students)
Schools and Administrative
Offices Closed
Schools Closed

Report Cards Issued

Interim Reports Issued

First and Last Day of School

Early Release Day

AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER

NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY

FEBRUARY MARCH

MAY JUNE

APRIL

For an ADA accessible version of this calendar, visit browardschools.com/accessiblecalendar.
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Severe Weather Make-up Days: TBD Updated Thanksgiving and Winter Break dates as of 4/23/24. 
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